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T JULiEN PATTERSON

Businessman leads by example
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lufien G, Patterson tumed his fledgling business into a global firm and is
the first African-American chairman of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce.

“The task before me-as chair is to make
sure the Yirginia Chamber continues to be
avibrant suppoerter of this environment and
awvoice for the cross section of husinesses
that function across the state,™

Minority-owned businesses — Hispanic,
Asian and Alrican-American, smong others
— represimt the fastest-growing segment
of the economy, he said,

Fattorson doesn't dwell on any obstacles
he epcountered as 4 minorily,

[n fact, he's the first to say he was often
his own worst enemy. In Uis respect, his
life sevmms less like & Fames Bond novel and
mere like the parable of the prodigal son,

His personal erisis came in the late
1980, aftee b Left the CIA to pursue his
dream of starting a seeurity business, He
freely spent his retirement funds on the
start-up enterprise, which included leasing
warehouse space near Washington Dulles
International Airport.

He soon needed a bank loan, That was
harder ti get than he ever imagined,
though, since he lad no contracts lined up
b prove to the hank that he could generate
ncome,

“T ws looking at things through rose-cal-
ored glasses,” Patterson recalled. *T didn’t
understand business from s practical stand.
poit.”

Before joining the CIA in 1976, Patter-
son worked for 3 management recruiting
company in his native Norfolk and in Rich-
mund. But his business experience was
limited,

Once he 261 out on his own, he siid, *1
wits & bt like Indiana Jones in thal movie
with the big rolling rock coming after him."

He fell seven months behind in his ware-
housa rent., To cut costs, he moved out of
hiz Colonial-style home and inte his ware-
house, sleeping on & couch. On Sundays. ke
found a Tysons Corner hotel where he
could chow down ata huffet, *You learn Lo
eal one meal to get through the weak,” he
recalled, *1 had na place to go, no money, |
did have ego. Fgo can b the worst thing in
the world when you're in noed.”

He aleo had friends who eould tell he was
in trouble, They included the Harry Fitzwa-
Ler, former deputy director of the CIA who
died in 2004, a man Patterson calls “the fa-
ther [ never had.”

Alter learning of Patterson's plight, Fite

N.Va. executive brings
fortitude, faith to role as
state chamber chairman

S0l would be wrong Lo cast him
A% S8CTET AEenL mar,

Patterson, & Northern Virginia bust
ness execyutive recently mamed chair-
mn uf the Virginia Chambsr of Com-

merce, spins out his life tale showly
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and carefully, with the quiet intensity
of & man who has known some hard

times,

ulien . Patterson's life could
read like aspy novel.

After all, ke spent a decade
working as a security specialist
for the CIA, rraveling from the
Middle East to Europe to Central
America training diplomats in the fine
art of staving alive.

“Most of what we were Leaching
wits recognizing behaviors,” especially
anything threstening, Patterson said,
He also taught Americans abroad how
Lo maintain bow profiles, or “how to be
gray."

Dhstinguished-looking in a grav suit
and wire-rim glasses, Patterson, 35,
laughs often — frequentlyat himsell.

Jugt a= quickly he quietly shares the
insights of someone who pushed on
through adversity, He is the first Afri-
can-American chairman in the #3-yvear
Ristory of the state chamber, which
represents more than 1O compa-
mies,

"My goal is to capitalize on the fact
that Yirginia was selected as one of
the best places ta do business,"” Patdes-
som said, citing a 2006 ranking by
Furbes.

Résumé: Julien G. Patterson

m Borm: May 11, 1951, in Mool
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® Education; Granky High Schoal, Norfalk, 1969, Nodolk State Unaersay, 1972

® Family: wife, Term; daughter, Tracee; one granddaughiss

m Awards: 200G Top 15 Best Places to Work, Washington Business Joumal; 2005 Large
Business of the Year, Hemdon Dulles Cnamber of Commerce: 2004 Entrepraneur of
the Year, Virgina Mincsty Supplier Development Councl

8 Professional and charitable: Central Inteligence Retress Assosation: Prison Fellowship
Minustry Fourdation; Friends of the Fairfax Juvenile Court; Vingnia Public Safaty

water agreed to help armange a meeting
with alarge company — Magnavox — that
wils seeking a new security firm. He alwo
tent Patterson S10,000in seed momney.

Anather friend — a woman who under-
stocd contracts — helped him fll out the
request for a proposal that landed his first
coniract with Magnavox.

“The hand of the Lord was init.” Patter-
S0 sl

He still had to overeome other financing
prohlems, but in the end his company —
then Omnisec Intermational — won 2 con-
tract for 3750,000, and ke had a staff of 67
people overseeing securily at a plant in
Fort Wayne, Ind,

“I'vealways gone out there every Christ-
mas for their party.” Patterson said. “T'm
very indebted to those 57 people.”

His company became Omniplex Waorld
Service Corp. Based in Chantilly, the global

seeurity firm has about 3,500 employecs

and annual revenue of 5100 miltion, secord-

ing o its Web site,

[t specializes in performing hackground
investigations for the government and also
traing security and police officers. oflen
those with high-level security clearanees,

Patterson has g long list of awards ds a
Lop entreprencur in the Washington arca
and is known as one of America's Lop Afri-
can-American business leaders.

But Ben Davenport, his predecessor as
state chamber chairman, said the Norfolk
mative's life transconds easy fabels.

“He's a very articulate gentleman who
brings a very organized approach to leader-
ship,” said Dievenport, chairmman of First
Piedmont Corp, and Davenport Energy in
C.thatham. “He certainly is a leador by exam-
ple,

Visiting Patterson’s company, Daven-

Virginia Chamber
of Commerce

Headquarters: 9 5. Fifth 5t in
Riehmand

Members: more tnan 1,000 companes
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Business lBagens

Purpose: promotes busness-fiendty
pubhc pokcy 3t the state leved and
cormpfermnents the state’s economic-
development work, It has become the
state’s largest business-aovocacy
organization,

Leadership: Julien G, Paterson,
chairman; Hugh Keogh, president and
CEQ

port said, “You could tell by the way people
around him acted, and the way he commu-
nicated to people, there was always a lot of
respect but a ot of certainty in what he
said.”

He added, *Julien is a strong Christian
businessman whao has a deep faith, And
while there's nothing offensive about the
wey he practices his religion, it's very obwvi-
nus it's centeal inall he does and says”

Social cutreach also iz a big part of his
life, including the jail ministry he joined in
Fairfax County 18 years ago,

Can a furmer CLA officer work with pris-
oners? Yes, Patterson said.

“They'ra appreciative that a person who
has done things like that cares about them,
Tt validates the genuine concern for them, "

He hias hired one former jail inmate wh
“has become very successful and is still
with us.”

What about the woman, Terri Wessel-
man, who helped him fill out the paparwork
that won the first contract? About a year
Iater, he married her,

Patterson sees God werking in his per-
sonal and his professional lifo.

“He hlessed me with the comfort of an-
uther person who is my life pariner, my en-
courager and my place of solitude.”

= Contzct s2aff witer Chip Jones at
cjones@timesaispatch com or {504) 549.67 16,




